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It is my sad duty to inform you of the sudden death  of one of our long 
standing members, Billy Garcia.  As many of you wil l know, he attended 
the Assn. Meeting on the 9th. of March but died on the Friday of the same 
week.  We extend our heartfelt sympathies to his fa mily and friends. 
His bees have been adopted by another beekeeper.  

As you know Dinah wrote her last 
Newsletter in March. I would like 
to acknowledge the fact that she 
successfully undertook the task 
for more than 10 years, so she’s 
going to be a hard act to follow.  
I was going to include a ‘photo of 
her with her beloved bees, but in-
stead I chose the one opposite 
where she is presenting a jar of 
her Himalayan Balsam Honey to Elin 
Jones, the Minister for Rural Af-
fairs, who opened the WBKA Conven-
tion on March 27th.  Dinah was 
elected President of the WBKA at 
the AGM in March this year. 

Dates for your Diary 
Llandaff Village Hall - meetings start 7.30pm. 
 
Tuesday, April 13th. - Lecture on Swarm Control given by John Verran 
(retired Regional Bee Inspector) 
 
Summer Apiary Meetings - May to September 
Tuesday, 8th June - Assn. Coach trip to Buckfast Abbey - contact Juli a 
Bartlett for details. tel: 01633 441008  
 
Saturday, June 12th - 2.30pm. At the home of Rose and Rob Freese. Ty Ca r-
reg, Broad Close Lane, Moulton, Vale of Glamorgan, CF62 3AB. Tel: 01446 
719429. Please contact direct if you have difficult ies. 

Should you have any contributions for the Newslette r (articles/photos etc.) or wish to 
place an advertisement , please contact Cherry Clar k at: 14, Rudry Close, Caerphilly, CF83 
3EU or e.mail: cvvbees @ sky.com 
Advertising rates are: 
Commercial/semi-commercial traders @ £5.00 p.a. for  approx. 1/6th page in 11 monthly is-
sues. 
One off adverts @ £1.00.  Non-commercial adverts (i .e. sale of surplus equipment) are free 
to members for a single entry.  



Many of you will have attended the 
WBKA Convention, which in my opinion 
was the best yet. Some of our members 
helped with the organisation (the two 
people opposite may be known to you!)  
Harold and Barbara were ‘manning’ the 
WBKA stand.  Barbara was elected Pub-
licity Officer at the WBKA AGM in 
March. 
The lectures were very good.  Being a 
photographer, Claire Waring’s presen-
tational skills and images were top 
class showing bees of many sizes and 
colours. 

The NBU’s Richard Ball was very interesting.  It ap pears that although 
changing wax regularly is an essential part of inte grated pest manage-
ment, finding wax without any chemicals is difficul t if not impossible 
because the bees themselves carry disease/chemicals  on their bodies.  I 
was particularly looking forward to Dr. John Kefuss ’s The World Varroa 
Challenge: Practical Selection Technics for Beekeep ers , which was let 
down somewhat by his style of presentation, but con tained information 
which can be put to practical use by us all.  To re quest a transcription 
of the lecture e.mail to : Jkefussbees@wanadoo.fr 

Those of us who have bees are well aware that the e longated winter has 
delayed beekeeping activities by a month or so. (My  farmer is not best 
pleased that all his planting is late.)  My bees se em well adjusted to 
the weather conditions.  They are quite moderate in  their use of stores  
and do not start laying too soon.  I was lent Beowu lf Copper’s The Hon-
eybees of the British Isles and on reading about the characteristics of 
the native bee, I thought that my girls seemed not to distant.  So I was 
quite excited to get the opportunity of attending a  morphometry weekend 
organised by BIBBA (Bee Improvers & Bee Breeders As sn).  The idea is to 
teach as many people as possible to distinguish how  near their own bees 
are to the native black bee by measuring specific p oints on the bee’s 
wing.  The method is detailed in the small book BIBBA - Guide to Mor-
phometry by use of a Computer Program, price £1.00.  Whilst it is proba-
bly impossible to breed out the non-native attribut es now, improving lo-
cal stocks is by no means out of the question.  One  of the men running 
the course informed me that it took him just 4 or 5  years to improve his 
bees - selecting traits that suited his area and al so for superseding 
rather than swarming. It would, therefore, be possi ble for us all to im-
prove the bees in the Cardiff area within a time-sc ale that would bene-
fit us all.  Dinah may be persuaded to organise suc h a course for the 
Assn which would tie in usefully with the WBKA’s No  Importation of For-
eign Queens policy and our own Assn’s aim this year to improve our local 
stocks by raising our own queens/nucs.    

Lottery funding update - John King, Chairman 
 
After a long cold winter the practical bee keeping season will soon be 
with us, the temperature needs to rise and the wind  needs to subside but 
I have some good  news for you. 
In January the committee agreed we should submit an  application for Lot-
tery Funding to train more experienced bee keepers in queen rearing with 
a special emphasis on rearing queens whose characte ristics resemble 
those of the native bee. Well, the funding has been  approved and we have 
been awarded £1850.  There are conditions on how th is is spent and the 



programme must be completed by March 2011. 
We have booked Clive de Bruyn to do the training fo r us and this will 
consist of a 3 day course in mid May.  Numbers are going to be re-
stricted and members will have to comply with certa in criteria to get a 
place on the course.  More details will be circulat ed in April when the 
committee meet and formulate the criteria. 
Over the last few years we have given away swarms t o new bee keepers.  
We now have about 50 new members who want bees.  It  would be a nice ges-
ture if those who have been given swarms in the las t few years were to 
pass swarms on to new bee keepers this year.  
There are probably some other members who will have  swarms, or will 
split colonies as part of swarm control, and do not  want the ‘split’.  
Please remember we have a list of people who would appreciate a colony 
in some form or another.  
Finally if you hear of a swarm please let one of us  know - we will pass 
the word on to some who wants it. 
Thanks and good bee keeping in the months ahead.  J ohn  

Now is as good as place as any to 
remind/advise new beekeepers that if 
they intend buying nucs it is always 
a good idea to ask a more experi-
enced beekeeper to accompany you.  
It is also a good idea to take pro-
tective clothing, equipment and 
cheque book/money in order that you 
can take your chosen nuc home with 
you on the day you have chosen it.  
It pains me to relay that some have 
experienced sharp practice in the 
past.  Beware, err on the side of 
caution. 
John King is a good ‘first port of 
call’ if you need an experienced 
beekeeper as he knows us all.  He 
could also help regarding swarms 
(catching or acquiring) - Barbara 
Chick, too, keeps a list of those 
wanting swarms and passes those 
which come to her attention on to 
the nearest beekeeper. 

Other Officers and Committee Members 
 
Vice Chairman:    Peter Shaw (01633 897195) 
Treasurer:    Lewis Roberts (02920 761149) 
      e.mail: lewisroberts@hotmail.com 
Programme Secretary:   Barbara Chick (02920 597275)  
      e.mail: beechick@madasafish.com 
Apiary Manager(Caerphilly): Dinah Sweet (02920 8692 42) 
      e.mail: sweet@cardiff.ac.uk 
Apiary Manager(Dyffryn): Harold Williams (01446 750 709  
      e.mail: maryeharding@virgin.net   
Librarian:    Edmund Thomas (02920 811928) 
      e.mail: edmund@boris.fsworld.co.uk  

Julia Bartlett (01633 441008) -  Ray Strange (02920  887044) 
John Jennings (01873 812601) - David Corrick (02920  765109) 

Please note that should you discover that you have not been receiving your copy of The 
Welsh Beekeeper magazine, you will need to contact the Treasurer, Lewis Roberts, as he 
supplies the list to the WBKA mailing officer.  It may also be that, if you are not on 
Lewis’ list, your insurance is void. 

Photo courtesy of David Corrick © 



LISVANE HONEY FARM 
(incorporating GRAIG APIARIES 

and 
NATURES LITTLE HELPERS) 

 
Unit 8, Mill Farm Industrial Estate, St. Mellons 

Road, Lisvane, Cardiff 
 

Agents for Thornes  
and 

Bee Basic Bee Supplies 
 

Contract Extraction Service 
and 

Manufacture of Balms, Soaps and Candles 
 

Open: 9am. - 1pm. Saturdays 
(other times by appointment, please) 

Tel: Peter Shaw  - 01633 897195 / 07975879989 
(for Bee supplies) 

Tel: Nigel Harris - 07970293016 

 
Beekeeping Skeps 

 
(Home made) 

 
30cm X 30cm  @ £25.00 each 

 
38cm X 38cm @£25.00 each 

 
 

Call Gavin Reardon on 02920 747556 
 

Or 
 

e.mail: gavinreardon@hotmail.com 

 
BEESWAX FOUNDATION 

 
L & GR Chirnside 

Tel: 01837 880625 
 
Foundation available at a straight 
exchange for wax. 
 
Beekeeping supplies available from 
stock. 
 
Equipment new and used also avail-
able. 
 

Bryn y Pant Cottage, 
Upper Llanover, 

Abergavenny 
NP7 9ES 

Notes: 
 
http://
www.scottishbeekeepers.org.uk/
downloads/htm/
downloadsindex.html - this web-
site has been recommended by Ed-
mund as full of information and, 
in his view, the diagrams for 
making equipment (hives, etc.) 
are better than the ones held in 
the Assn. library. 
 
The instructions for the com-
puter programmes regarding the 
morphometry of honeybees can be 
downloaded from the BIBBA web-
site.  I’m not sure if you have 
to be a member to do this, but 
their website address is: 
http://www.bibba.com 
 
Should you want to investigate 
your bees further, for a DNA 
test send 30 dry, dead bees, 
packed in a porous container 
(small wedding cake boxes are 
ideal)to: 
Alan Jones, 14 Dermott Ave., 
Comber, BT23 5JE 
tel: 028 91878633 
e.mail: alan14jones@talktalk.net 
Please send e.mail to inform 
Alan to expect them, then should 
things go awry he can contact 
you. 
 
In the event that you should 
have surplus honey (I know!!), 
Great British Honey specialises 
in selling gourmet honey from 
small/medium scale British bee-
keepers.  If you are interested, 
for more information telephone 
01691 648595 or 
e.mail:andrew.brown@greatbritish
honey.co.uk 
 
Stewards are needed for the 
Smallholders Show at Builth 
Wells (15th &16th May). Please 
e.mail: 
lynfa.davies@btinternet.com    
stating preferred day, am/pm, 
name address, email. Tickets ap-
portioned on first come first 
served basis. 

All photos are copyright Cherry Clark unless 
otherwise stated. 


